
Pipestone County Commissioner Meeting 
June 22, 2021 

The Pipestone County Commissioners met with Chairman Luke Johnson, Commissioners Chris Hollingsworth, Les Nath, 
Dallas Roskamp, and Dan Wildermuth.  County Administrator Steve Ewing was also present.  Chairman Johnson called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

AGENDA 
Motion by Wildermuth, seconded by Hollingsworth to approve the agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 
RESOLUTION 59-22-21 LOCAL BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROGRAM AGREEMENT AND TERMS AND 

CONDITIONS 
Engineer Nick Bergman requested approval of Resolution 59-22-21 Grant Agreement to State Transportation Fund Local 

Bridge Replacement Program Grant Terms and Conditions for projects SAP 059-618-037, SAP 059-618-038, and SAP 059-618-
039.  The amount of the grant is $335,480.00.  Motion by Hollingsworth, seconded by Nath to approve Resolution 59-22-21.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

BID OPENING FOR BOX CULVERT PROJECTS 
Engineer Bergman requested the Board set a time for letting three box culvert projects near Ruthton; projects SAP 59-599-111, 

SAP 59-599-113, and SAP 59-599-122.  Motion by Johnson, seconded by Nath to set the letting date for projects SAP 59-599-
111, SAP 59-599-113, and SAP 59-599-122 at 10:30a.m. on July 27, 2021 in the Commissioners Room of the Courthouse.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

PURCHASE OF AGGREGATE MATERIALS 
Engineer Bergman requested approval to purchase aggregate materials from Rupp Construction.  There are projects in areas of 

the County where the Highway department would save time and efficiency due to close location of the materials.  Motion by 
Wildermuth, seconded by Roskamp to approve the purchase of aggregate materials from Rupp Construction at the Engineer’s 
discretion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

TILE INSTALLATION 
Engineer Bergman stated that the Highway department has identified about 25 miles of gravel roads they would like to 

improve.  They would like to tile a couple spots this summer to see the results of the tile line versus ditch cleanout to determine 
what is more cost effective.  The two areas identified are CR 61 from US 75 to Newalta Dairy and CR 73 from CSAH 7 North 
1.5 miles.  Bergman stated he plans to use wheelage tax money for the project.  Motion by Hollingsworth, seconded by Nath to 
approve the installation of tile in the two areas identified and authorize Engineer Bergman to obtain quotes for the project.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE VEHICLE PURCHASE 
Chief Deputy Mike Hamann reported that one of the squad cars was in a crash and was totaled.  Chief Deputy Hamann 

obtained quotes from several of the CPV contracted vendors.  The two vehicles of greatest interest include a Chevrolet Tahoe for 
$38,500 and an SSV Chevrolet Silverado for $33,550.00 from North Country Chevrolet in Hibbing, MN.  Hamann reported that 
the Sheriff’s Office would try to purchase the Chevrolet Silverado for $33,550.00 but if unavailable they would like to purchase 
the Chevrolet Tahoe for $38,500.00.  Motion by Wildermuth, seconded by Roskamp to authorize purchase of a Sheriff’s Office 
vehicle up to $38,500.00.  Motion carried unanimously. 

VOLUNTARY REDUCTION IN HOURS POLICY 
Human Resources Coordinator Cathy Feste presented the revised Voluntary Reduction in Hours Policy and asked that the 

Board make this a regular County policy.  It has previously been extended in 2-year increments of time and expired the end of 
2020.  Motion by Hollingsworth, seconded by Nath to approve the revised Voluntary Reduction in Hours Policy and make it a 
regular Personnel Policy.  Motion carried unanimously. 

DEPUTY EMS DIRECTOR POSITION AND JOB DESCRIPTION 
Human Resources Coordinator Cathy Feste presented a revised job description for the Deputy EMS Director.  Feste reported 

that EMS Director Casey Sievert would like to add back the Deputy EMS Director position and assign it to Cole Nordmeyer 
effective July 1, 2021.  The Deputy EMS Director position would become part of Cole’s job at a 50/50 Deputy EMS 
Director/Paramedic split and he would continue to work his regular schedule, therefore not resulting in adding any FTEs to the 
EMS Department.  Feste plans to have a salary recommendation at the July 13th board meeting.  Motion by Nath, seconded by 
Wildermuth to approve the Deputy EMS Director position description and authorize the appointment of Cole Nordmeyer to the 
position effective July 1, 2021.  Motion carried unanimously. 

STATE SHUTDOWN DISCUSSION 
County Administrator Steve Ewing and Auditor/Treasurer Tyler Reisch discussed potential issues of a state shutdown if a 

Legislative budget deal is not reached.  The shutdown would start July 1, 2021. 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Hollingsworth, seconded by Nath to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
1.  Minutes of June 8, 2021 Commissioners Meeting 
2.  Minutes of June 14, 2021 County Board of Appeal and Equalization 
3.  Auditors Warrants 6/11/21, 6/18/21 



4.  Commissioners Warrants $214,294.27 
5.  Hospital Warrants in the amount of $592,260.87 
Motion carried unanimously. 
As per Minnesota Statute 375.12 the following Commissioner Warrants information is presented: 
Vendor Name Amount Paid 
Tim Rustad Construction LLC 35,920.00  
Southwest Health & Human Services 34,185.75  
Regents Of The University Of Minnesota 30,902.50  
Alpha Wireless Communications Co 27,534.00  
Pipestone County Highway Department 16,504.56  
Quist Plumbing & Heating Inc 7,033.61  
Character Strong, LLC 5,999.00  
3D Security Inc 4,058.13  
Stryker Sales Corporation 3,654.84  
Surplus Warehouse of Willmar Inc 3,480.00  
Pipestone County Medical Center 3,178.75  
StormWind LLC 3,000.00  
Callyo 2009 Corp 2,870.00  
Traffic Logix Corporation 2,809.00  
Pipestone Publishing Co Inc 2,754.03  
TransMedic Billing 2,218.37  
Visa-First Bank & Trust 2,152.34  
Verizon Wireless 2,064.28  
Chandler Co-Op 2,049.85  
  
                 Warrants over $2,000            $192,369.01  
Number of Claims under $2,000 53  
               Warrants under $2,000              $21,925.26  
                                           Total            $214,294.27  
NACO CONFERENCE PER DIEM 
Commissioner Johnson requested approval to authorize per diem for the virtual NACo Annual Conference.  Johnson stated he 

feels it’s worthwhile due to a Minnesota representative running for election on NACo’s Board and the ability to vote if you attend 
the conference.  Motion by Roskamp, seconded by Wildermuth to approve per diem for Commissioner Johnson to attend the 
NACo Virtual Annual Conference.  Motion carried unanimously. 

RESOLUTION 59-21-21 LPRW BOARD APPOINTEES 2022-2025 
Motion by Hollingsworth, seconded by Nath to approve Resolution 59-21-21 appointing Joseph Weber, Rod Spronk, and Jerry 

Lonneman to the Lincoln Pipestone Rural Water System Board of Commissioners to a four-year term effective January 1, 2022 
through December 31, 2025.  Motion carried unanimously. 

CLOSED SESSION – CONSIDERATION OF REAL ESTATE PURCHASE M.S 13D.05 SUB 3 (3) 
Motion by Wildermuth, seconded by Hollingsworth to close the meeting pursuant to M.S. 13D.05 Subdivision 3, subsection 3.  

Real Estate to be discussed is parcel 18-720-3621 424 8th Ave SE Pipestone, MN.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting was 
closed at 10:00a.m. 

Present: Chairman Johnson, Commissioners Hollingsworth, Nath, Roskamp, Wildermuth, Administrator Steve Ewing, Sheriff 
Keith Vreeman, Chief Deputy Mike Hamann, Building and Grounds Supervisor Wayne Drew, Human Resources Coordinator 
Cathy Feste. 

Motion by Wildermuth, seconded by Nath to open the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting opened at 10:31a.m.  
No action was taken. 

Motion by Wildermuth, seconded by Hollingsworth to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 10:31a.m. 
Luke Johnson   ATTEST: Steve Ewing  
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