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Winkelhorst was beautician for 55 years
Jill Fennema

Women the whole world
over have always wanted to
look their best. Women in the
Edgerton/Leota area found in
Tena Winkelhorst someone who
could help them with that!
Tena (Baker) Winkelhorst

was born February 26, 1919, in
Edgerton. She was one of three
daughters born to Henry and
Jennie Baker. Her sisters’ names
were Katherine and Lillian. She
attended Edgerton Christian Elementary School through the 6th
grade, and then transferred to
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Edgerton Public High School,
where she graduated in 1938.
Following her graduation,
Tena decided to attend beauty
school with a friend, Mildred
Clark. They could get a better
rate on tuition by registering
together. They attended Brady
and Rogers Beauty School in
Minneapolis.
While in school, Tena
worked for her room and board.
The people she worked for gave
her $1 a week for her street car
fare, but she chose to walk the
4 miles a day rather than ride,
so she could save the $1. She
graduated from beauty school
in 1940, having completed over
1,000 hours of training. In addition to that, she took manicuring
classes.
She returned to the area and
worked in Luverne at a style
shop for two years, before deciding to move to Chicago with
a group of girlfriends. They all
worked together at a telephone
factory, but factory work was
not enjoyable to Tena. After a
couple of months, she found
work in a salon there.
In 1949, she returned to Edgerton and opened a beauty salon
above the Huisken Market and
Department Store, on the corner
of Main and Maple Streets. She
operated that business for eight
years. Haircuts were 75 cents
at that time. A shampoo and set
was $1, and permanent waves
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Tena Winkelhorst was a beautician in Edgerton and later
in Leota for many years.
were $5 to $6.
A permanent wave, commonly called a perm or “permanent,” involves the use of heat
and/or chemicals to make hair
curly rather than straight. The
hair is washed and wrapped on
a rod and waving lotion is applied. This solution softens the
inner structure of the hair by
breaking some of the cross links
within and between the protein chains of the hair. The hair
swells, stretches, and softens,
then molds around the shape of
the rod.
The chemical solutions used
today to make a permanent curl
in the hair were not always available. Heated metal tongs were
the first instruments used to give
straight hair a wavy appearance. In 1905 – obviously long
before Tena’s time – a German
hair dresser name Karl Nessler
invented a chemical solution for
making a more permanent wave.
That solution was a mixture of
cow urine and water!
Eventually, electrical machines attached to curling rods
were invented. These machines
were on an adjustable pole so
that the height could be set for
the person whose hair was being permed. A set of wires hung
down from the electrical unit,
and at the end of the wires were
heating cylinders. Those heating
cylinders were attached to metal
or plastic rods around which a
woman’s hair was wound. The
electric current heated the metal
cylinders.

Tena used these machines in
her work during the early years.
She explained that the wooden
rods did not work well because
they would become wet with
the solution and could not be reused the same day. As time went
on, new chemical formulas that

Continued on page 3

This electrical machine was
used to perm hair around
the turn of the century. Tena
recalls using one early in her
years of being a beautician.

Vander Kooi
Law offices

We offer a
fulll range of
Financial and Estate
Planning Services

127 E Main St, Luverne
Ph. (507) 283-9546
Ph. 507-442-6561

April 26, 2017 Reflections Edgerton Enterprise Page 3

Now is the time to look ahead

Tena works on a perm at her shop in Leota in the late
1980’s.
Continued from page 2

were not so hard on the hair, and
plastic rollers were invented,
making the entire process simpler.
Around this same time, the
cold wave perm was invented,
which meant that no one had
to be attached to any wiring.
This process involved various
chemical solutions that were
used. Tena recalls having to put
paper sachets filled with chemical granules onto a thin spongelike material and wrapped that
around the hair before it was
wound onto the curlers.
It’s easy to see that women,
and their hairdressers, have been
willing to go through a lot of
pain and processes in order to
look their best!
Tena continued her education by attending various seminars at the beauty supply stores
in Sioux Falls. When new products or techniques came out, the
salesmen for the supply stores
would offer training along with
the products they were selling.
At one time, Tena went to
Detroit, Michigan, to take some
advanced training at the Virginia
Farrel Academy. While there
she met the Stewart brothers,
who went on to start the Stewart School of Hairstyle in Sioux
Falls.
While working for her own
business, Tena lived with her
parents. They lived across the
alley from the Huisken store,
in the house two doors north of
the Runals Memorial Hall. One
summer, she met Gerrit Winkelhorst, who was working in the
neighborhood.
The couple was married on
June 10, 1953. They made Leota
their home. The couple had one
son, Loren, who was born April
28, 1957. Not long after he was
born, Tena opened a beauty salon in her home, which at that
time was next to the Leota Post
Office, now the site of Steve’s
Repair. Gerrit was the postmaster in Leota from May 1955 to
June 1979.
In 1972, Tena and Gerrit
built a new home across from
the Leota park. Tena ran her salon out of the basement there.
Tena took pleasure in her work
and enjoyed getting letters from
some of her customers from
Chicago and other places.
After 55 years of working
and a bout with cancer, Tena
decided to put away her curling rods and scissors and enjoy
retirement. In their retirement
years, the couple traveled a lot.
Gerrit built them a homemade

travel trailer, which they used for
some of their travels. Later they
used other travel trailers, ending
with an Avion trailer. They saw
all of the United States except
Hawaii and Alaska. They also
spent their winters in Harlingen,
Texas, for 15 years. In November, 1991, Gerrit passed away.
The couple’s son, Loren,
and his wife Darla, live in West
Bend, Iowa. They have three
grown sons, Evan, Ross, and
Ryan.
On December 23, 2010, Tena
became a resident of the Edgebrook Estates Assisted Living.
She enjoys the social life there,
especially playing card games
and having coffee with the other
residents. She is also very content with the care that she receives.

Why should you be
concerned about longterm
care today?
Long-term care affects
more than the elderly – some
younger people require it as
a result of accidents, strokes,
or chronic illnesses. Furthermore, Medicare does not
cover most long-term care
expenses, which can add up
significantly, and Medicaid
is usually an option only for
those with lower income. So
how does one prepare now
for an uncertain future?
An Action Plan
Developing a “long-term
care action plan” can potentially help you maintain control of your lifestyle, preserve
your savings, minimize family conflicts, and ensure that
your expectations for receiving high-quality care are met.
Most financial planners agree
that your action plan should
include a written document
that clearly outlines your
wishes.
What To Expect
Long-term care insurance
policies themselves, while
seemingly complex, are conceptually quite simple. You
pay an annual premium to an
insurance company, which
then agrees to pay the costs
(usually at a daily rate) of a
long-term care provider or

facility. Cost of coverage varies, depending on the features of the policy and other
factors, such as age. Generally, the premium will be lower if purchased at a younger
age (such as 60, rather than
70 or 80). Most policies cover
a variety of options, including
home health service, adult
day-care workers, assisted
living facilities, and nursing
homes. Future payments
from a long-term care policy
are contingent on the claimspaying ability of the insurance
company that issued the contract.
Peace of Mind
Just as we prepare for re-

tirement with employee retirement plans and IRAs, as well
as for the financial stability
and health of our loved ones
with life and health insurance,
we can use long-term care
insurance to help prepare
for another of life’s possible
eventualities. Call your Waddell & Reed financial advisor
to discuss whether long-term
care planning should be part
of your overall financial plan.
(Please note that long-term
care insurance is offered by
Waddell & Reed financial advisors through arrangements
with insurance companies.)
Brought to you by Waddell
and Reed

Randy Fey & Orey Fey
Financial Advisors
833 Main Street
PO Box 205
Edgerton, MN 56128
Phone: 507-442-4440
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And you will find that difference at Edgerton Family Clinic.
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of complete healthcare services close to home. They are a vital
part of our community and committed to your care.
And that’s the real difference.
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Hours: Monday-Friday 8 am - 5 pm
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www.pcmchealth.org

Healing starts at home
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Rolling in the
Memories

Claire Beekman
“I think we put more miles
on those roller skates than
we did on our car,” said 84year-old Frank “Curly” Post of
his roller skating days.
Post, a retired dairy farmer
from Chandler, Minn., used
to be a frequent patron of the
Edgerton Roller Rink. “I figure
we used to go out and skate
at least a few nights a week,”
said Post of him and his buddies.
Once a popular hot spot for
those in the area, the Edgerton rink has since closed.
It was one of four popular
rinks that thrived in Southwest Minnesota during the
mid-1900s. The other rinks
included Pipestone, Balaton,
and Worthington, which have
all since closed.
The Edgerton Roller Rink,
which is now Vander Stoep
Furniture, was Post’s favorite because it was the largest
and newest of the four rinks.
It was a 160’ x 65’ quonsetstyle building. An ad in a June
1949 issue of the Edgerton
Enterprise exclaimed, “Skate
with ease on S.W. Minnesota’s largest and finest rink
floor.” Post recalls that it
cost around 75 cents for entrance and rental skates were
around a dollar.
In 1960, Gene Westra sold
the roller rink to Vander Stoep
Furniture and Appliance.
Fred Vander Stoep and Bertus Kooiman separated the
furniture and flooring business from the appliance and
hardware business owned by

Marv Tinklenberg and Hein
De Boer, which was located
on Main Street. The roller
rink had been in business for
about seven years and was a
hot spot for teens to hang out
on evenings and weekends.
Post skated frequently with
friends in the 1940s before
joining the army at age 19
and going overseas to fight in
the Korean War. After returning home in the mid 1950s,
he was able to continue his
favorite pastime.
The Edgerton Roller Rink
spiced up skating with a variety of music and games. “The
song I remember most was
Blue Skirt Waltz,” said Post.
“That was a popular one at
the time.” Many games included partner skating and
dancing around the rink.
Post said one of his favorite things about skating was
meeting new people. “When
they did the waltzes, you always changed partners,” said
Post, “and there was just one
big circle of couples out on
the rink.”
Pipestone also had a roller
rink as early as 1884. Perhaps the most well known
rink in Pipestone was the
old Hiawatha Roller Rink on
Highway 30. The rink, which
is now Gorter’s Clay & Dairy
Equipment, was built and
operated by Eldon Miller in
1955, according to a September 1971 issue of the Pipestone County Star. The rink
was sold to Floyd and Adeline
Pittman of Balaton in 1971. At
that time, admission was 50

Frank “Curly” Post with his roller skates. Post was a frequent patron of the
Edgerton Roller Rink in the mid-1950’s and 1960’s. (Photo by Connie Post)
cents and skate rentals were
only 25 cents.
Many small town roller skating rinks have closed around
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the country in recent years.
Some speculate the decline
is due to cost of operation
and loss of interest. Roller
rinks require a large amount
of space, so maintaining the
property and building can be
financially burdensome.
Though many rinks have
closed around the country, a
handful of new ones continue
to open each year. This may

be partially due to the modern revival of roller derby and
other skating sports.
The Edgerton Roller Rink
and other local rinks will be
remembered fondly by their
patrons. Post summed up
his experience, “There was
beautiful dancing, beautiful
music, lots of people – it just
really was a nice time.”

Growing up in England in WWII
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Sankey worked as nurse for years before “retiring” to Chandler farm

Christa Sankey grew up in
England during WWII.
Jill Fennema
Christa (Jacob) Sankey was
born in Leicester, England, on
December 14, 1933, to Helen
and Arthur Jacob. Now 83 years
old and a resident at the Edgebrook Estates Assisted Living facility, Christa remembers
hearing Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain talk on the radio
about the fact that Germany had
invaded the Rhineland areas of
France and the Netherlands.
“We (England) had treaties
with them,” she said. So England prepared for war. England
declared war on Germany on
September 3, 1939. England
did not have a large air force at
the time the war began. Christa
remembers that students were
taken out of high school to learn
to become pilots.
War was the way of life during those difficult years, but for
the youth like Christa, they did
not know anything different.
Leicester is about 100 miles
from London, where much of
the bombing was taking place
at that time. Leicester was not
an industrial town, but they still
had bombings and grew accustomed to hearing the warning
sirens sound.
Her family had a garden in
their yard, which was good because there was a shortage of
food and supplies. England imported a lot of its goods, but German submarines torpedoed the
supply ships. Christa remembers
standing in line with her ration-

ing books, waiting to buy things
like bread and potatoes.
Their small garden helped
them keep the family fed. They
also raised ducks. Christa said
some people did not like duck
eggs, but they were glad to have
them. Christa said she thought
that the rationing went well;
with their garden and eggs, they
did okay. Every once in a while
they would get a treat like Cadbury chocolate or Smarties candy. These Smarties were more
like our M & M candies and not
like the roll of tart candies children like to eat now.
In their garden was also a
small brick bomb shelter. Her
family did not often take shelter
there because it was cool and
damp. They chose, like many
English families, to put a mattress under the staircase and the
family would try to sleep there
when the air raid sirens were going off at night.
Christa remembers when the
city of Coventry was bombed.
The German “blitzkrieg” or
“lightening war” was devastating for this manufacturing city.
It was 30 miles from Leicester,
but the bombing was still visible
to them.
Coventry was a manufacturing town, so that made it a German target. There were seventeen raids on Coventry between
August and October 1940. According to Wikipedia, approximately 198 tons of bombs were
dropped, and 176 people and injured around 680.
Leicester was also a manufacturing town, but they made
boots and pants, not airplanes
and munitions. But bombings
were common, so there were
bomb shelters on the corners of
street intersections, which were
a place for motorists to stop if
they were in the area and the sirens started going off. She would
see these shelters when she took
the bus to her school, which was
a few miles from Leicester.
Christa recalls that even
though she went to public
school, she was taught the Bible
each day. “Religious instruction
was a must,” she said. The stu-

Life is a rainbow
of beautiful memories
with a memorial from

Christa
graduated
from
Queen Elizabeth’s School of
Nursing in Burmingham.
dents studied the Bible and sang
hymns every day.
“When Churchill took over,
things got going. He did a lot for
our country,” Christa said. At
the end of the war, she remembers that everyone was so happy. There were street parties and
people brought out food they

Christa Sankey at home in her apartment at Edgebrook
Estates Assisted Living.
had been hoarding, celebrating
with their families and neighbors. Our young men didn’t appreciate the American soldiers
because they had dollars and
food. A lot of English girls mar-

ried them.
The school she attended was
just a short distance from her
grandma Metcalfe’s house. This
was her mother’s mother. She
continued on page 6
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Christa and Bill Sankey
Continued from page 5

never knew any of her other
grandparents. On Thursday afternoons after the war was over,
she would pick up ice cream
(there was no ice cream available during the war) and go visit

her grandmother.
When she was 17 years old,
Christa graduated from high
school. She knew she wanted to
be a nurse, but was too young to
attend the nursing school. For a
year, she worked as an assistant

Christa pictured with her daughter Anne.

teacher at a nursery school.
Christa went on to attend
Queen Elizabeth’s School of
Nursing in Burmingham, where
she became a registered nurse.
For three months, she was
trained in the classroom, but after that it was “hands on experience.” For the next four years,
she would have three months of
classroom training, followed by
9 months of on the job training.
She and her fellow students
all lived in a home together and
worked in the hospital, helping the nurses, learning to care
for patients, and cleaning a lot.
Christa recalls that her instructors ran a very tight ship. The
head nurses were strict and everything had to be done just so.
For example, when they made
the beds, the sheets needed to be
turned down and arm’s length –
the distance from their fingertips
to their elbow. If this was not
done, the bedding might be torn
off, and they would have to start
over.
During the war, Christa’s
father had worked in a factory
making machine guns. He was
originally from Germany, so he
was not required to go and fight.
After WWII, the factories could
go back to making materials that
were not directly related to the
war effort. Christa’s father had
taken a job running machines at
a knitting factory.
In the early 1950’s, he was
invited to take employment in
the United States because of his
experience with the knitting machines. Arthur wanted to go, but
Helen resisted. She did not want
to leave her family or her country. But after a few years she
relented and in 1955, Christa’s
family – mother, father, and two
brothers, Robin and Richard,
came to the U.S. Arthur worked
for the Bernat Mill near Boston,
Mass., and after a year or so
moved to Cleveland, Ohio, to do
the same kind of work.
In 1956, Chris left England
and joined her family in the
United States. She was 22 years

Meet Teresa
She needs someone to
answer her questions about
Medicare and how to find
services in her community.
To help people like Teresa,
become a Senior LinkAge
Line® volunteer.

Contact Sarah at 1.800.333.2433 ext. 82026
to learn about volunteer opportunities.
www.mnraaa.org/volunteer-opportunities

Christa and Bill Sankey were married January 21, 1967.
old at the time. She could tell
that her mother was very lonely
living in the United States.
Christa’s first employment
in the States was at a hospital
in Cleveland, called the Cleveland Clinic. She was an assistant in the operating room. She
would prepare the room and the
surgeon’s tools. During the surgery, she and other nurses would
be sure the doctor had the right
medical tool he was needing,
when he needed it.
The surgery she was most
involved in at the Cleveland
Clinic was heart surgery, and
this was at a time when doctors
were just starting to use heartlung machines to assist in those
surgeries. In fact at one time, a
documentary was made about
the Cleveland Clinic and the
medical innovations they were
making, and Chris recalls being
in that movie.
After a few years, some of her
friends decided that Cleveland
was too cold, so they convinced
her to move to California with
them. They worked in a hospital
in Los Angeles. However, after a
few years of that, Christa moved
to Minnesota.
Her father had taken a new
position in Winona, and her
brothers were attending college
in Winona State. Chris worked
in Minneapolis for a while. But
she enjoyed traveling and seeing
the country, so she was ready to
move on to new things, which
included Massachusetts General
Hospital in Boston. While there,
she also completed her nursing
exams, so that she could become
a registered nurse in the United
States.
“I think I mostly wanted to
see the country,” she said with
a laugh.
While working in Boston,
one of her nursing friends was
from Chandler. Her name was
Lavina Sankey. The two friends
would travel back to Minnesota
together and sometimes Christa
would go with her to the Sankey
farm. That’s where she met Wil-

liam, Lavina’s older brother.
William was one of 9 children, his siblings being Dave,
Harris, Harvey, Wilhemina,
Cornelia, Dorothy, Johanna, and
Lavina.
The two courted over the
long distance from Boston to
Chandler, writing letters to one
another. During their courtship,
Christa moved back to Minnesota and worked at the Mayo
Clinic in Rochester for a time.
Christa and William were married on January 21, 1967, in Winona.
As is typical, they took a honeymoon trip. As older young
adults they could afford to take
a full month-long trip. Christa
thought perhaps Arizona would
be a good place for them to
visit, but Bill thought otherwise
and planned a trip back home to
England and to the Netherlands,
where his family had emigrated
from.
Bill and Christa farmed west
of Chandler. Christa’s worst
thing about being a farm wife
was collecting eggs!
Their union was blessed with
two children: Mark and Anne.
Mark and his wife, Becky, live
by Chandler. They have Christa’s four grandchildren: Kjersten, Lauren, and twins Nicholas
and Meghan. Anne lives here
in Edgerton at the Hope Haven
house.
Bill passed away in 1999.
“He worked hard his whole
life,” Christa said. In the end, she
knew his health was failing and
his heart was not healthy, but he
refused to go to the doctor.
Christa is still very active.
She enjoys getting out and she
takes care of her own medications. In 1979, she was diagnosed with diabetes, so staying
on top of her blood sugars and
making sure she takes care of
herself is a priority.
Nursing was her passion
when she was young and even
though she ended her nursing career when she got married over
40 years ago, she still misses it.
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THE LAST ROLL CALL
Margaret Meacham
The grave stone of 3-yearold Margaret Meacham, a
relative of Frank and Rose
Meacham.

come to me.”
These three stones appear to be
of relatives of Frank and Rosa,
possibly nephews and a niece. The
obituary of Margaret Elizabeth is
included on this page.
The Meacham family first
farmed east of Edgerton, later
he entered the hardware and
implement business with his
older brother, A.J. The Meachams
purchased the hardware business
from J.B. Barlow, Jr. They called
their establishment Meacham
Brothers and specialized in
hardware.

Sometimes in the snow-kissed wintertime the little flower we
welcome as the snowdrops droops and dies, but its delicate face
has inspired us to hope and perfumed our life with thoughts of
purity. It was even so with “little Margaret” the three year old
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. R. Meacham. The little one was taken ill with croup about ten days ago and under efficient medical
care was getting along nicely, when Friday morning she grew
worse, her illness having developed signs of diphtheria, from
which dread disease she passed away at eleven o’clock that evening. Medical skill could not save her, the sunshine of love could
not warm her life, nor the affection of parenthood beguile her
from drooping. She passed away like the exaltation of a sweetly
fragrant minion of woodland and in her stead was left only a
body and beautiful memory---a memory that will last as long
as parental existence. Her little life was like a ray of sunshine-her passing away a cord to bind her sorrowing parents and little
brother closer to that Home where she has gone to be with Him
who doeth all things well. We all loved this little girl and the
genuine sympathy of all goes out to the bereaved family. Just
as the shadows of day were appearing in the east the little body
was laid to rest in our cemetery. May God’s purist angels guard
her slumbers.

Continued on page 8

This photo of Rosella Butts Meacham was discovered in
an antique store in California. She lived in Edgerton around
1900.

Did You Know...

...Preventative Medicine
is Very Important to
Your Long Term Health?

Meachams:

facebook.com/

gone . . . but not forgotten

By Jill Fennema
Shelley Thorpe Cardiel of
Kirkland, Washington, rescued
this old photo of Rose Butts
Meacham, which was taken at the
Chesley Studio in Pipestone. The
photograph appears to have been
taken in the early 1900’s with
Rose appearing to be in her 40’s
at the time.
In addition to her name,
someone had also written
“Bert’s Sister” on the back of the
photograph. With some research,
Shelley was able to find out that
Rosella Butts Meacham was born
September 1860 in Wisconsin to
parents Jacob Mann Butts (18351924) and Sarah A. Loomis
(1839-1914).
She was one of eight children
born to this couple including,
William Henry; Rosella R.;
Charles L.; Louella; Oscar S.;
Sheridan; Hubert or Herbert A.;
and Freeman or Freemon Decator
Butts. All were born between
1859 and 1878.
Rose married Frank Asbury

Meacham (1863-1939) on Sept.
3, 1885, in Pipestone. F. A.
Meacham was born in Red Wing,
Minnesota on October 10, 1863.
He came here at an early age
after short periods of residence in
Kansas and Illinois.
Together they had a total of 3
children.
Rolla King was born in Sept.,
1886. Laurence Virgil was born
Oct. 1892. Fletcher L. was born
Nov. 1894.
At the Hillside Cemetery
in Edgerton, there are three
Meecham gravestones and a pillar.
The one stone is for Margaret
Elizabeth, who was born Feb. 2,
1906, and died January 8, 1909.
The other marker is for Baby Lee
Meecham. The dates are hard to
ascertain because the headstone is
quite pitted, but it appears that the
date of death includes 1911.
The pillar says Raymond Giles
Meecham, born August 21, 1889,
and died January 6, 1892. At the
bottom of the pillar is the saying
from the Bible, “Let the little ones

Staying healthy by getting tested for potential underlying health conditions,
keeping current on vaccines including a flu shot every year, and adopting
healthier habits are all ways in which you can live a healthier life.
Don’t delay, set up your appointment today with one of our excellent
providers by calling (507) 836-6153.
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Graves of the Meacham family at Hillside Cemetery in Edgerton.
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Around the turn of the century,
the Meachams constructed a
two-story brick building on the
southwest corner of Main Street
and Maple Street. At the present
day, it is where Brummel’s Sewing
and Shoes, NAPA Auto Parts,
and Arv’s Repair are located.
The 50’x100’ two-story building
housed their hardware business
and the upper level was a showroom for machinery. An elevator
was installed in the rear.
Prior to the September 1901 fire
that destroyed half of Edgerton’s
Main Street, the Meacham building
was also where the switchboard
was located for the Enterprise
Telephone Company in Edgerton.
Around 1904, basketball games
were held in the upstairs of this
building. Admission was 15 cents
for anyone above the age of 10.
At one point at the turn of
the century, Meachams also
owned the Commercial Hotel in
Edgerton. A note in the Edgerton
history book said that in 1908,

F.A. Meacham sold the hotel to
I.I. Peterson. It was also around
that time that A.J. Meacham,
Frank’s brother, sold his half of
the Meacham Brothers business
to Frank. It seems that after this
Frank was sole proprietor, with
help from one of his sons.
After he sold the business to
Frank Vander Stoep and Jerry
Brink, Mr. and Mrs. Meacham
retired to Minneapolis. Frank
passed away in 1939 and Rose
on Feb. 6 or 9, 1954, in Hennepin
County. Rose is buried at the
Oakwood Cemetery in Red Wing.
I was able to track down some
of Frank and Rose’s ancestors.
Rolla married Irene Elizabeth
Waltz on June 1, 1911. They had
two children, Harris Roger born
Nov. 18, 1912, and Carla Belle
born Feb. 16, 1915. Carla married
George Wilkens. All I know of her
is that she died on April 22, 1976.
Frank and Rose’s son Lawrence
married Hannah or Johanna
Kragness. They had two children,
Laurane, born in 1917, and Robert,

Frank Meacham and Jerry Brink outside the Meacham
building. (Photo from the Edgerton history book)

The Meacham Bros. hardware store was a cornerstone of Edgerton’s Main Street. It is pictured
here at the top right of the photo, with the Howard building the right-most building. This photo
was taken on the morning after
Halloween, when some pranksters
filled Main Street with everything
from the local livery.
Ad on right was taken from ???
born November 15, 1919. Laurane
married Sterling Olander Hanson
October 17, 1936, in South Dakota.
Sterling was a Norwegian from the
Granite Falls area. They apparently
lived with Lawrence and Hannah at
least for a time, according to a census
report from that time.
They had one child that I could find,
Rose Mary, born Oct. 8, 1939. She was
Frank and Rose’s great-granddaughter.
The Hansons moved to Battle Ground,
Washington, sometime around 1951.
Rose Mary died August 25, 2004, and
is buried in Kennewick, Washington.
In all my searchings, I could not
find a living relative of Rose or Frank
Meacham. They moved away from the
area and life moved on. In Edgerton,
their contribution to the Edgerton
business district remains, in the form
of a sturdy brick building housing three
businesses that help Edgerton thrive.

Copy of ad from the Edgerton history book

SEnior HouSing
with services

• Housing with services - Twin Homes
• Housing with services - Apartments
• Assisted Living Apartments
• Outpatient Rehabilitation Services
• Rehab/Skilled Nursing Care

Edgebrook Care Center
505 Trosky Road West

Edgerton, MN

To learn more about services provided
or to arrange a tour
please give us a call at 507-442-7121

"All the Comforts of Home"

Les and Elaine Van Essen

- twenty years of mission work

Greg Masselink
Glenda Masselink
There are some people who
seem born to fill a certain role or
do a particular kind of job. People who, after you have spent
only a short amount of time with
them, you can’t imagine them
doing anything else. This is very
much the case when you spend
much time at all speaking with
Les and Elaine Van Essen about
their years as missionaries in Nigeria. Yet, but for the result of
a childhood accident, Les’s life
story may have turned out quite
different.
Les Van Essen was born
July 25, 1935, the ninth child of
Wm. and Hattie Van Essen. He
spent his growing-up years on a
farm east of Leota. Les enjoyed
those years on the farm, working alongside his family, and as
a young boy he dreamed of one
day farming himself.
As a young child, though, Les
had the tines of a pitchfork go
into his knee, and typical of the
times, his mother treated it with
mercurochrome and a bandage.
By the time he was 12, a cyst
that had formed in that knee had
to be surgically removed. Three
surgeries and 18 months of casts
later, Les’ knee would no longer
bend. He continued to work on
the farm while attending school,
not letting the stiff knee stop him
from doing what he loved.
His mother Hattie, however,
knew the knee would be a problem when she would see him
struggling to climb over fences and walk on rough ground
while doing chores. She said,
“He won’t be able to farm. We
are going to have to send him
to school.” So, after graduating
in 1953 as a member of the first
graduating class of SWCH in
Edgerton, Les headed to Grand
Rapids, Mich., to attend Calvin
College as a pre-sem student. He
graduated from Calvin in 1957
and went on to attend Calvin
Seminary, graduating in 1960.
During these same years, a
young lady from Wayne, New
Jersey, was also attending Calvin College to earn a teaching
degree. Her name was Elaine
Last. The first time Elaine remembers seeing Les, she was
double-dating with Les’ brother,
Ivan, and a friend. Her girlfriend
pointed out a guy way across
the auditorium and said, “He’s
Ivan’s brother.” The interview
grew a little foggy here, with

Calvin college graduation
picture of Les .
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SUPPORT & GUIDANCE
in your time of sorrow

The loss of a loved one can leave you with a lot of
unanswered questions, feelings of stress and anxiety
and grief that makes events difficult to handle. The
funeral directors at Edgerton Burial Association are
here to guide you through the aspects of the funeral
service.

two different versions of what happened, and each claiming the other
was the instigator of the relationship. At any rate, by the time graduation from seminary came around in 1960, Les and Elaine were a
couple.
Les decided he should go another year to San Francisco Theological Seminary in California and Elaine accepted a teaching position in
her hometown in New Jersey. He on the west coast, she on the east
coast, and a lot of long-distance courting covering the width of the
United States! And remember, this was long before the internet or
even cheap long distance phone calls were possible, so most of the
correspondence between the two had to be done by letter. Their love
continued to grow even over the long distance which separated them,
though, and it was during this time that they became engaged.
Les and Elaine were married August 18, 1961 and soon after, it was
time to consider the calls that Les had received to various churches.
One of the calls was from Elaine’s home church and another was from

Native children with a catch of animals
they had killed.
Evergreen Park CRC in Chicago. The congregation at Evergreen wanted to give full support
to a missionary to Nigeria. After much thought
and prayer, Les and Elaine decided that Nigeria
is where they should go. Little did the young
Van Essens, or perhaps even the Evergreen
Park church, know that this decision would be
the beginning of 20 years of mission support!
Once the decision to accept the call to Nigeria was made, the young couple spent time in
Connecticut learning the Hausa dialect, a trade
language in Nigeria. Nigeria was a very tribal
country, and every tribe would have their own
language. In fact, there were over 250 distinct
languages spoken within Nigerian borders.
With so many different tribal languages, Hausa
is spoken at markets, etc., so the tribes could

Continued on page 10

Our staff is available to assist you in making funeral
service arrangements. The funeral directors at
Edgerton Burial Association provide individualized
funeral services designed to meet the needs of each
family. Our honest service and commitment have
served our customers well, and you can rest assured
that we can assist you in your time of need.

504 4th Ave. N Edgerton

Ph. 507-442-3743

Just
What the
Doctor
Ordered

• Fast and easy prescriptions
• Hassle-free online and phone refills
• Professional pharmacy advice
• Friendly, personalized service
• Blood Pressure Screenings
• Vaccinations
• Prescription Flavoring
• Compliance Packaging
We do whatever it takes to provide the
exceptional customer service you deserve!

www.GuidePointPharmacy.com
GuidePoint Pharmacy
— Let’s build
better health together.

507-631-0080 844-480-7331
Monday - Friday 9 am-5:30 pm Sat: Closed

735 Main St. Edgerton, MN
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Les and Elaine help two of their children board a plane bound for boarding school where they
would spend 4 1/2 months before coming home on a mid-term break.
Continued from page 9

Les (standing in the middle) is holding two of the fish that were
caught from a local river. With him are their pilot and his wife
and another missionary.

understand each other while
trading goods.
While preparing to move
to Nigeria, the couple learned
they were expecting their first
child. Elaine was eight months
pregnant when they arrived in
Tivland, Nigeria. Isherev was
one of eight rural stations. There
was no electricity, no running
water, and no indoor facilities.
Elaine was a “city girl” who
was used to the modern conveniences. She still remembers the
heat when they got off the plane
and there was no electricity to
plug in a fan! They had arrived
in the Nigerian bush, the nearest U.S. missionary 90 miles
away at Mkar, and it was lonely!
Their son David was born 10
days later, 3-1/2 weeks early and
healthy. Elaine looks back now
and says, “He was God’s perfect
blessing to keep us busy and not

Lynn A. Johnson Law Office, LLC
Attorney at Law

2548 Broadway Avenue
Slayton, MN 56172
Phone: 836-6757
Fax: 836-6773
www.lynnjohnsonlaw.com

Les is sitting on his motorcycle with four of their children: Joel,
Evonne, Dave, and John.
homesick.”
The Van Essen’s mission was to try to plant churches in this tribal
area approximately 20 miles wide by 40 miles long. Pastor Les would
travel by motorcycle to the different villages. The cycle’s shift was
on the left side. That was a problem since it was Les’ left knee that
wouldn’t bend. Coming with experience from the farm, he rigged the
cycle to shift from the right side, put a bar on the left side to rest his
leg, and traveled over many dirt paths to the villages to talk with the
tribes about Jesus.
At that time, missionaries served in the field 2-1/2 years and spent
6 months home on furlough. After their first time home they were assigned to another mission compound in Lupwe. This was the home of
the Johanna Veenstra Junior Seminary. Miss Veenstra is said to be the
first Christian Reformed Church missionary to Nigeria.
The Van Essens spent 11 years in Lupwe. While there, Pastor Les
trained natives of all ages as pastors. While Les taught in English,
Elaine taught the wives in their native languages and also served as
Continued on page 11

Did you know . . .

drivers over the age of 65 have
fewer accidents than younger drivers?

PLEASE CALL OUR OFFICE FOR AN APPOINTMENT.

Estate Planning
Trust Administration
Probate
Real Estate
Agricultural Law
Business Law
Personal Injury
Family Law
We take pride in ensuring that all of your legal needs will be
addressed and properly executed in a timely and efficient manner.

Fast - FREE - Easy

Insurance Quotes
805 Main Street PO Box 11
Edgerton, MN

507-442-7261
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an on-site nurse, laughingly stating that her experiences “should
make me an honorary R.N.”
There were six different tribes
in the area, all with different
languages and religions. They
held three hour church services
where Pastor Les would preach
in English, with 5-6 different
languages being translated. During their time at Lupwe, Les also
taught one year at the theological college.
While in Nigeria, Les and
Nigerian natives sitting in a circle on wooden blocks during a
Elaine were blessed with five
church service.
children, four boys: David,
John, Joel, and Daryl; and one
girl, Evonne. When the children
turned six, it was time to send
them to the boarding school in
Jos. Parents watched their children, 6 years and older, board
a plane to go to school. They
stayed at the boarding school
for 4-1/2 months, had a midterm
break of about 5 weeks at home,
and then returned to school for
another 4-1/2 months. This was
804 Main Street • Edgerton, MN 56128
a difficult time. After delivering
507-442-3951 • mainstp@iw.net
A doctor and his wife were visiting and drew a lot of native intertheir oldest son to the plane and
est.
The
station’s
water
cistern
is
shown
in
the
foreground.
arriving back home, Elaine saw
his empty bed and silent trike. She said, “I felt a stabbing pain in my
chest. I didn’t know what that pain was until my dad died years later. I
was feeling grief for my son who didn’t come home with us.”
In 1976 the Van Essens were assigned to Jos, where Les served as
field director for six years. During that time, he flew at least 600 miles
every week to different mission compounds. He had 100 missionaries under his pastoral care as well as their work. The move to Jos was
good for their family because their children could now live at home
instead of boarding at school.
While living at the compounds located in the bush, their meat and
produce was purchased at open markets. Chunks of beef would be
covered with flies and the outside of the beef was spoiled because of
no refrigeration. Elaine would cut off the outside layers of the meat
and then put it in a pressure pan for hours to make it edible. “It was
always tough,” Elaine said. Les knew a little about making bread so
Give us the Opportunity to
in language school he would take care of that. They had a kerosene
Help you Plan Well for
refrigerator and a gas stove (similar to today’s camping stove) with
Your Future
a little oven under it. They used a Maytag wash machine with a gas
engine to wash laundry.
Getting enough clean water was a constant struggle throughout
their entire ministry experience. Early in their ministry, they collected
Certified Public Accountants
the rain that ran off their roof into a little cistern. This water always
112
N Hiawatha Ave, Pipestone, MN 56164
had to be boiled before it could be used. It was later in their ministry,
while living in Lupwe, however, that Les’s farm kid ingenuity came
Ph: (507) 825-5274 800-692-2515 info@kinner.co
to bear on this problem as well. About a half mile from Lupwe ran a
stream of water. The seminary students would need to walk to and
from the stream every day, carrying enough water for all of their daily
needs. This would be bad enough, but to make matters even worse,
many of the native people would use the water for bathing and toileting upstream of where it was collected for household use.

TAX PLANNING

Kinner & Company Ltd

• Taxes
• Investments
• Quickbooks

Continued on page 12

iving here is good
L
for mind, body and soul.
Assisted living is more than a place to live — it’s a place you
can feel loved, valued and at peace in the company of friends.
To join us for a free lunch and
learn about our caring community,
call Melissa at (507) 825-4885.
All faiths or beliefs are welcome.

Les and Elaine’s sister-in-law, Mary, standing with Joel and
Elaine beside an enclosed meeting house.
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Les knew that there had to
be a better way, and he began
working on a solution. The first
thing that they had to do was
find a source of clean water. So
he hired one of the local men,
and had him start digging near
the banks of the stream. Before
too long, they had a hole nearly
12 feet deep, and the bottom had
started filling with clean water!
The walls of the hole, however,
were unstable, and they began
to collapse. Their main objective of finding a source of water,
however, had been achieved. All
that was left, was to figure out
how to dig a better hole and get
it from the stream’s edge back to
the compound.
Once again, Les’s ingenuity
and tenacity found a solution.
Using plywood, he made a ring
form which could be filled with
poured concrete. Once filled, the
men would work to dig the earth
from the center of the ring, and
the weight of the concrete would
sink the form into the soft earth.
The forms would then be taken
off, set back up on top of the
now sunken concrete ring, and
the process would begin again

and again until they’d managed
to sink a well nearly 22 feet
down.
Les, however, wasn’t yet finished because, though there was
now clean water at the bottom of
the well, it was still nearly a half
mile away from the compound.
Working together, they dug a
shallow trench and laid PVC
pipe along it through which
they were able to pump water
into a poured concrete, raised
reservoir inside the Generator
House itself. This still wasn’t
good enough for Les, however,
and before too long, he’d rigged
a plumbing system from the reservoir into their house itself, and
to all of the other houses in the
compound shortly thereafter.
Finally they were able to fill a
bucket with clean water, add
some hot water from the stove,
turn a spigot on the bottom of
the pail to get wet, stop the water, lather up, turn the water back
on to rinse, and take a short, but
extremely satisfying, shower. To
this day, whenever their grandkids come for a visit, they’re
reminded to take a “Nigerian
shower” so as to not use up all
of the hot water!

There is still a lot of witchcraft performed in Nigeria. In this picture a witch doctor dances in front of a native audience.

Pastor Les and Elaine pose for
an impromptu picture while
being interviewed about their
experiences .
When tribal men and women
needed medical care, they would
come to the preaching centers to
be transported to hospitals. The
missionaries were given a box
of medical supplies, including
treatment for malaria, to be used
when necessary. “We had native
babies born on our porch and in
our car while driving to the hospital.”
Les and Elaine ended their
time as missionaries after 20
years of service. Their children
ranged in age from 19 to 3 and
they decided it was better for
their children to all be together
in one country instead of in
school in Jos and in college in
the United States. Also, Elaine’s
father was suffering from cancer and she wanted to be able
to spend time with him. Les and
Elaine were both very comfortable with their decision to become missionaries and now with
their decision to begin a different form of pastoring. Missionaries coming home from service
were expected to take a year off
to acclimate themselves to being back in their home country.
During that time Les worked in
the office at World Missions and

took a CPA course.
One year after retiring from
the mission field, they accepted a call to Immanuel CRC in
Burbank, Ill. They served there
for 11 years and then accepted
a call to First Lansing in Lansing, Ill., where they served for
nine years. Les retired from active ministry in 2002 and they
moved to their home by the lake
near Fremont, Michigan. Not
being able to “just retire,” Pastor Les has served congregations as interim pastor, mostly
staying for 6 months. They

served in churches in Omaha,
Nebr.; Bunde, Minn.; Sheboygan, Wisc.; Lynden, Wash.; New
Era, Mich.; Vergennes, Vermont;
Pella, Iowa; and twice in Bethel
CRC in Edgerton.
Pastor Les and Elaine have 12
grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren. They are expecting #7
great-grandchild in June.
Les and Elaine are planning
to go back to their home in Fremont at the end of April and will
watch and wait for whatever new
adventure God has planned for
them in the future.

New Friends.
New Beginnings.
Meadows

When living alone is
no longer an option
and a nursing home
isn't the answer

Independent Living
Assisted Living
Memory Care

To appreciate all we offer,
contact us for a tour or
view more information at
www.ecumenmeadows.org

1801 Collegeway Worthington, MN 507-372-7838
www.ecumenmeadows.org

PROUDLY SERVING THE HEARING NEEDS OF THE
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 24 YEARS!
Southwest Hearing Technologies’ commitment is to provide professional hearing care for all ages in Southwest
Minnesota. We strive to offer you the best hearing instruments available plus an exceptional patient experience. Our
commitment to better hearing is enhanced with an extensive line of digital products that have proven themselves to
be on the leading edge of hearing technology.
SERVICES OFFERED INCLUDE:
• Comprehensive hearing evaluations and
hearing tests
• Full line of hearing aids, specializing in
digital, invisible, and custom hearing aid
technology

• Hearing accessories (batteries, custom ear
molds, water protection, earplugs, noise
protection)
• Follow up services to fine tune the
instruments to ensure maximum benefit

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR HEARING CONSULTATION!

(507) 825-5776

PIPESTONE • WORTHINGTON • WINDOM

(800) 545-4407

www.SouthwestHearingTechnologies.com
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